
1

Introduction

he tables in this bulletin summarize the NCS results for
the Kalamazoo–Battle Creek, MI, metropolitan area.

Data were collected between March 2001 and April 2002;
the average reference month is October 2001.  Tabulations
provide information on earnings of workers in a variety of
occupations and at different work levels.  Also contained in
this bulletin are information on the program, a technical
note describing survey procedures, and several appendixes
with detailed information on occupational classifications
and the occupational leveling methodology.

NCS products
The Bureau’s National Compensation Survey provides data
on occupational wages and employee benefits for localities,
broad geographic regions, and the Nation as a whole.  The
Employment Cost Index, a quarterly measure of the change
in employer costs for wages and benefits, is derived from
the NCS.  Another product, Employer Costs for Employee
Compensation, measures employers’ average hourly costs
for total compensation, that is, wages and benefits.  Still
another NCS product measures the incidence of benefit
plans and their provisions.  This bulletin is limited to data
on occupational wages and salaries.

About the tables
The tables that follow present data on straight-time occu-
pational earnings, which include wages and salaries, incen-
tive pay, cost-of-living adjustments, and hazard pay.  These
earnings exclude premium pay for overtime, vacations,
holidays, nonproduction bonuses, and tips.  About 480 de-
tailed occupations are used to describe all occupations in
the civilian nonfarm economy (excluding the Federal Gov-
ernment and private households).  Data are not shown for
any occupations if they would raise concerns about the con-
fidentiality of the survey respondents or if the data are in-
sufficient to support reliable estimates.

Table 1–1 presents an overview of all tables in this
bulletin.  Mean hourly earnings, weekly hours, and relative
standard errors are given for all industries, private industry,
and State and local government for selected worker and
establishment characteristics.  The worker characteristics
include major occupational group, full-time or part-time
status, union or nonunion status, and time or incentive pay.
Establishment characteristics include goods and service
producing and size of establishment.

Table 2–1 presents estimates of mean hourly earnings,
and the relative standard errors associated with them, for
detailed occupations within all industries, private industry,
and State and local government.  Table 2–2 presents the
same type of information for full-time workers only.  Table
2–3 provides similar data for workers designated as part-
time.

Table 3–1 provides mean weekly earnings data, with
relative standard errors, and weekly hours for full-time em-
ployees in specific occupations across all industries, private
industry, and State and local government.  Table 3–2 pro-
vides annual earnings, relative standard errors, and annual
hours for full-time employees in specific occupations.

Table 4–1 provides mean hourly earnings data by work
level for occupational groups and for detailed occupations.
Separate data are also shown for private industry and gov-
ernment workers.  Table 4–2 provides work level data for
full-time workers.  Table 4–3 provides similar data for
workers designated as part-time.

Table 5–1 presents mean hourly earnings data for se-
lected worker characteristics by major occupational groups.
The worker characteristics include full-time or part-time
designation, union or nonunion status, and time or incentive
pay.  Table 5–2 presents mean hourly earnings data for
major industry divisions by occupational groups; these es-
timates are limited to the private sector.  Table 5–3 pres-
ents mean hourly earnings data for establishment employ-
ment sizes by major occupational groups within the private
sector.

Tables 6–1 through 6–5 present hourly wage percentiles
that describe the distribution of hourly earnings for each
published occupation.  Data are provided for the 10th,
25th, 50th, 75th, and 90th percentiles for detailed occupa-
tions within all industries, private industry, State and local
government, full-time workers, and part-time workers.
These iterations correspond to those presented in tables 2–
1, 2–2, and 2–3.  For each published occupation, these per-
centiles relate to the average hourly earnings of jobs sur-
veyed in establishments.  The percentiles do not relate to
the hourly earnings of individual workers in these estab-
lishment jobs.

Appendix table 1 provides the number of workers rep-
resented by the survey by major occupational group.  The
employment estimates relate to all employers in the area,
rather than just to those surveyed.
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